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WALESKA, Ga. (AP) - House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich videotaped a 
fund-raising pitch for public televi- 
sion Saturday and challenged 
viewers to match the $2,000 annual 
: donation he’s pledged for the next 
five years. 

“As we move to balance the federal 
budget, public television needs your 
help,” Mr. Gingrich said in a spot 
; being aired on Atlanta’s WPBA-TV 
Saturday night. 

The Georgia Republican has said 
public television should not depend 
on federal financing, which makes up 
about 14 percent of its budget. He 
and other GOP lawmakers have 
proposed eliminating all federal 
funds for the Corporation for Public 
I Biroadcasting. 

Lawmakers so far have resisted 
doing this through 1997, but they are 
interested in cutting off federal 
dollars in 1998. 

In his TV spot, Mr. Gingrich chal- 
lenged the station’s viewers to follow 
his example in donating to public 
television. 

“If everyone writing letters to 
Congress about public TV matched 
me, they’d have the money they 
need,” he said later. “I think we can 
find a way to keep public broadcast- 
ing without draining the taxpayer.” 
The biggest waste of money in 
public TV, he said, involves over- 
lapping signals. New York City, for 
example, is served by several 
stations. 

Mr. Gingrich said public television 


and National Public Radio would 
survive cuts in federal funding. NPR 
is worthwhile even though, he said, it 
presents an upper-middle-class view 
of the world. 

“It’s one-sided, but it’s not a bad 
thing to have,” said Mr. Gingrich. 

On Friday night, President Clinton 
hosted a gala at the White House to 
mark the 25th anniversary of 
National Public Radio. 

I know it’s fashionable today to 
condemn everything public, but it 
seems to me that public radio has 
been a good deal for America,” Mr. 
Clinton told the crowd. “You get it all 
for 29 cents a citizen a year.” 

When Mr. Gingrich offered last 
month to hold a fund-raiser for the 
Public Broadcasting Service, 
WPBA’s chief operating officer, Jim 
Kitchell, took him at his word and 
asked him to participate this week- 
end. 

The congressman taped an adver- 
tisement for WPBA - and another, 
more generic version for distribution 
to other PBS stations. 

He wrote his own script, with the 
only suggestion from station 
management being “Tell ’em Newt 
sent you.” 

Earlier Saturday, during his class 
Mr. Gingrich said that the tax 
structure should encourage the 
creation of business in the inner 
cities. 

“The task is to create wealth,” he 
said. “Instead of taking it from the 
rich and giving to the poor, let’s 
make everyone rich.” 



